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age 23
June 10, 1930
On graduating from Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, U. S, A.
EBRF7 F 4 Ht A AELMG
B = =F =




Akira Ohoka
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A, Ohoka,

On graduation from Kobe Higher Com. College, of Kobe Higher Commercial College,
age 22. age 21.
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age 23 age 23
August 18, 1930. April 26, 1930.
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A. Ohoka. (right)

Jan. 25, 1931.
At International House, N. Y. C.
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A. Ohoka (left) A, Ohoka (Sitting)
May 3, 1931 at Van Cortlandt Park, N. Y. In front of Columbia University, N, Y, C.
SREH A= AEEARR on April 20, 1931.
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school mates at their
iling for America.

on 19 July, 1929
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Scriblings by some of Akira’s

gathering shortly before his sa
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The Centennial Years — 1931 and 1932
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
A. WELLINGTON TAYLOR. Deen 90 TRINITY PLACE. NEW YORK

April 27, 1982.

Ur, H, Ohoka,
184 Rikyu~mas=machi,
Suma~ku, Kobe, Japan.

Yy dear lr. Ohoka:

I take great plsasure in informing you that
at the request of the faculty of the Graduate School of
Business Aduinistration at its-last faculty meeting it
was voted to recammend your late son, Akira Ohoka, for
the l.utar of Business Aduinistration degree, granted

1y, It is expected that his name will appear
on the commencement program =nd his diploma will be
sent to you.

It pleased me very much that this action was
taken by the faculty on their own recommendation and
as a recognition of the esteem in vhich your son was held
by them. The officers of the University have heartily
approved of the faculty action.

Yery sincerely your:

: @4 .0, Z
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New York City, August 29, 1930,

Dear Mr. Kawamura;
It was a lucky day yesterday, for I had 4 letters——one from you, one from California friénd, and the rest

/ -
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from home.

I'm glad to hear that your uncle’s operation was successful. I sincerely hope he is O.K. now.

Last week we—Mr. Kennedy, his family, and myself—made a long drive from Willoughby, Ohio to New

York City, taking a short cut, about 600 miles. As we took Pennsylvania route, we couldn’t have a chan-

ce to visit famous Niagara Falls,
Driving 250 miles on the first day, we put _.p.n. at Coudersport, Pa,, a small, quiet town on the hill.
Sometimes we drove at the speed of 65 miles per hour.

The wide, beautiful roads, wonderful views along the way made us very happy.



The next day we stopped at Kingston, Pa., where we met an intimate friend of Mr. Kennedy, driving 200
miles.
In the third day afternoon we at last reached New York City, passing Pennsylvania and New Jersey States,
It has passed more than 10 days, since I came here. I'm staying at the International House, a famous,
nice building in New York City, facing the Hudson River,
Last Sunday I went to Forest Hills, L.I., to see the finals of the wemen’s national tennis championships.
The stand was covered with thousands of people, though it was pretty dark and dull.
Miss Nuthall of England won the title in singles because of the absenc¢e of Mrs. Helen Moody. The
more exciting plays were shown in the double final,
Their scores were as follows:
Miss Nuthall 6—1, 6—4 Mrs. Harper
Miss Nuthall 3—6, 6—4 Mrs. Harper
Miss Palfrey 7—5 Miss Cross
I happened to meet Several Japanese nrmnn. .
The other day I called on Mr. T. Uno, a graduate of the Kobe Callege of
Commerce, at the office of Japan Cotton Trading Co. He was very kind to take me to Miyako Restaurant

i o . PR s T G et f . s e Y s .‘,. PR i
CRE TS »,‘M,l, MRS e E R P L B AT S ke {w.rx) dwuu.\wm-nw.-ﬂlvﬁ Bl e

where we enjoyed the real Japanese Dinner — Tempura, Sashimi, Sukiyaki, Tsukemono, etc.

Every evening there are swarms of people around Times Square, a centre of theatre districts, where we

can reach within 10 minutes from the International House by subway. I should say the night in N.Y.C.

is wonderful!

Expecting wonderful news from Japan,

I am,
Sincerely Yours,

A. Ohoka,
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324 East Second street, Bloomington, Indiana, June 13, 1930.
Prof. Roy Smith.
Dear Sir;
I am sorry that I have neglected to write to you for a long time. It is almost ten months since I came
here.

Cn June 10th we had the 101st Commencement of the Indiana University and I was conferred the Bach

elor of Science Degree in Commerce and Finance.

There were many m:.ﬁmnmmmnm events during the Commencement Days, the program of which I shall enclose
in this letter, On June 10th there came thousands of people to see the Commencement Exercises, and Dr.
William B. Bizzell, President of the Oklahoma University delivered the address under the subject of “Our
Changing Intellectual Climate.”

As to my graduate work, I changed the plan and shall attend the Columbia University, where one can get
Master of Science Degree in one year, instead of the Iarvard University. Because it is very likely that I

may return to Japan next summer, 1931.

247

Before going to New York City I shall visit Cleveland, Ohio where one of my intimate instructors in Ind-
iana University lives.
I had good letters from your brother at Carthage, I11,, and he asked me to visit him this summer. I really
- thank him for his kindness. But I fear if I can meet him this summer. .
In January last Mr. Horace E. Coleman visited Bloomington, Indiana and talked on Japan at the convoc-
ation in our University, I was so glad to hear him and I am sure it was very valuable to all American
" -students to understand the real Japan. Beally it was my surprise to find that-they did know very little a- N

bout Japan and Japanese, I had a pleasure of meeting Mr. H. E. Coleman in that afternoon and talked a-



bout two hours. I learned from him that he intended to visit Japan again this spring; so I think he visited
you in Kobe in his cherry blossom tour.

From next time I shall write you again more often. I hope all your family are well and happy.

Please give my best regards to Mrs. Roy Smith. And also to Mr, Atsumi and Mr. Nishinaka,

Yours Truly,

A. Ohoka
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age 23
June 10, 1930
On graduating from Indiana University,
Bloomington, Indiana, U. S. A.
BRERBRF7F 4 H+ BRELMIB
= o=

The Evening Glow.



Dedicated to my beloved son,

Akira Ohoka, mBA,

on the occasion of the

first-Anniversary of his death.
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In Memory of Akira Ohoka.

To my Dear son:

This little work, ‘“The Evening Glow,” compiled on
the occasion of the first anniversary of your death, is merely a collec-

tion of letters so kindly written by your esteemed seniors and friends,

~and also some of the writings you left behind. You will surely feel

very grateful to each of them, without whose kindness and sympathy
this attempt would have been impossible of realization. If this work
will help alleviate your sorrow and lonliness, I shall be very_happy.

You passed away only at twenty four, but you may
content yourself considering that you lived rather a useful life for your
age; so much so, throughout your short life you were always indust-
rious to win a learned brain as well as refined personality; thousands
of miles you had traversed, home and abroad, may have helped you
to know the world to some extent; you may have done something to
promote the international friendship between America and Japan; you
may also have enjoyed yourself in various art-loving pursuits, and fairly
well mastered them. . /

To quote an old Chinese saying, * Although you
live for a hundred years, well dressed, well fed, it is not worth a day
unless you say something good to lead the world, or unless you leave
something to benifit mankind ”’, while an old Japanese Priest declared ”
A Hundred Years’ life, if lived in idleness, is rather a pitiful and
shameful existence”. I may also say that had you lived for a hundred
years and done nothing, it would have been no more than not having
lived at all. You might therefore be well contented that your short

days were worth as many years.



Although you dise;ppeared from our sight, your soul
is ever alive in the hearts of those  who miss you, especially in t1'1e
hearts of your family and relations. 1 reiterate that you are still dl‘S-
tinctly, beautifully and strongly alive within us. You,encouf'a.ge us in
everything that we do; you stimulate us in our spiritual activity ; your
so being with us is an utmost consolation! Oh, my beloved boy, your
death purifies my soul and beautifies my heart!

For some time since you passed away S0 great was
the shock to the family, so upset were we that all of us were quite
at a loss what to do, but have since gradually reconciled ourselves to
the loss, and are devoting our minds to the prayer that your soul may

rest in eternal peace. May God bless you!

From your loving father,

Hazama Ohoka.

Kobe, 10th. June, 1932.
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New York City,
January 25, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka,
184, Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka:

May I take this opportunity of expressing to you my
sorrow at the untimely death of your son, Akira Ohcka, last’ August.
I should have written you earlier were it not for the difficulty of know-
ing exactly to whom I might write.

During his period with us as a student we became
very much impressed with his delightful personality, his high purpose
in preparing himself for work in his own native land, for his diligence
and faitnfulness as a serious minded student. He was looking forward
with eagerness to finishing his work here and going back to be of
service to his native country. His untimely death was a personal loss
to us, and to a much greater degree to his esteemed family. It will
also be a loss to Japan,

, We join with you in mourning his premature death.

Very Sincerely Yours,

A. W. Taylor,
Dean of
Graduate School of Business Administration,

New York University.



New York University
Graduate School of Business Administration

A. Wellington Taylor, Dean

90 Trinity Place, N.Y.
April 27th., 1932.

Mr. H. Ohoka,
184, Rikyu-mae-ma.chi, Suma-ku,
Kobe, Japan.

My Dear Mr. Ohoka ; -
I take great pleasure in informing you that at the

request of the faculty of the Graduate School of Business Administra-

late
tion at its last faculty meeting it was voted to recommend your

son, Akira Ohoka, for the Master of Business Administration degree,

granted posthumously. It is expected that his name will appear on

the commencement program and his diploma will be sent to you.
it pleased me very much that this action was taken
nd as a recognition of

i tion a
Ity on their own recommenda
e m. The officers of the

the esteem in which your son was held by the
University have heartily approved of the faculty _action.

Very Sincerely Yours,

A. W. Taylor,
Dean of
Graduate School of Business Administration,

New York University-

Mr. H. Ohoka,

New York City,
January 25, 1932.

184, Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,
Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka:

Mr. F. E. Dow has shown me your recent letter to
him concerning your late son and since I know Mr, Ohoka quite well,
I'm taking the liberty of contributing this note in his honor.

It is my function at the University to advise all
students in arranging ‘their program of study for their degree and in
this connection I came to know Mr, Ohoka. I remember him as
beirig quite, almost bashful in manner, though he enjoyed being joked
more than most of our foreign students.

I remember well that Mr. Ohoka and I came to a
disagreement concerning his program and I was annoyed at his insis-
tence and tenacity in disagreeing with me. But when I went into the
case thoroughly I discovered that he was right and that I was wrong,
so I respected his tenacity from then on. v

Your son was one of our best Japanese students
(we have had many), and needed only to complete his thesis to secure
his Master of Business Administration degree. It was while he was
finishing his thesis that he was struck with his fatal illness. »

In closing please permit me to extend the sympathy
of those who knew Mr. Ohoka in your bereavement.

Sincerely Yours,

B. C. Goss,
Assistant to the Dean,
Graduate School of Business Administration,

New York University.



New York City,
February 15, 1932.

Mr. H. Ohoka,
184, Rikyu—mae—machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka:

It was with a great deal of sorrow that 1 learned,
through your letter of January 6, of the untimely death of your son,
Akira, Ohoka, on last August 6. I did not even know that h.e was
il It was only a few weeks previous, June 20, that 1 received a
post card from him saying that he was having & most enjoyable
‘vacation visiting Niagara Falls, Watkin’s Glen and other places. The
post card he sent me 1 am enclosing for you.

As you know, your son was majoring in Manage-
ment in the Graduate School of Business Administration and had
studiea under my instruction for sometime. He was an excellent
student —one of the finest young men we have ever had,-and w.e
thought a great deal of him. He was always an enthusiastu-:, ambi-
tious young man with a most pleasing and friendly persona%lty. He
hadsuccessfully completed all of the class requirements for his degfee
in Master of Commercial Science, including 2 difficult oral examination
in which he displayed marked ability. The only requirement in which
he was lacking was the finishing of his Master's thesis on * How
Industry is Relieving Unemployment in Times of Depression . He
had selected this research with the thought that through such research
he might be able to develop some ideas and principles that would be

of benefit to his country, Japan. Unfortunately he passed on to the

Higher World before he had completed the word, although much
progress had been made on it.

I have read his preliminary outline
and draft of the thesis.

Therefore at the next meeting of the faculty
of the Graduate School of Business Administration I will make the
request that the University in this particular instance waiver the

requirement of the finished thesis and grant the degree of Master of

Commercial Science. I have already spoken to Dean Taylor, head of

the Graduate School of Business Administration, and it is our belief
that under the circumstances the faculty will readily concur and grant
the degree as a tribute to one who was ever deserving of all honor.

If you ever come to the United States, I hope you

will call to see me so that we will have the pleasure of meeting in
person.

Yours Faithfully,

W. B. Cornell,
Chairman,
Department of Business Management,

New York University.



New York City,
: March 23, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka,

184, Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,
Kobe, Japan.

Dear Mr. Ohoka:

Your son’s many friends at International House
were so very sorry indeed that he died suddenly last summer in Ocean
City, New Jersey. He endeared himself to his many friends from all
nations by his sincere and earnest manner. He was a kind, gentle
and quiet person, rather reserved, but very likeable when one knew
his real character. He was also a hard-working student. Perhaps it
was on that account that he was taken sick. At any rate, he has
been very much missed, and we, his friends, extend to his parents,
relatives and friends in Japan, our sincerest sympathy and regret for
their bereavement. One of his Japanese friends, Mr. Omura, who
knew him well and visited him in the hospital during his last illness,
has prepared -the accompanying letter.

Under separate cover I am sending you the 1931
Year Book of International House, on Page 76 ofwhich you will find
your son’s picture as one of the 1000 members of the House from
nearly 70 nations. It has occurred to me that you might like to
treasure this memento as an example of your son’s international-min-
dedness.

Please believe me,

Yours Very Sincerely,

HARRY EDMONDS,

Director,
International House.

 ;
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Indiana University,

School of Commerce and Finance.

Bloomington, Indiana,
January 25, 1932,
Mr. H. Ohoka,

184, Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

Dear Sir:

I was much surprised and grieved to learn from
your letter of the untimely end of the earthly career of your much
beloved son.

While he was a student of our school, 1 came to
know him very well. 1 admired him for his ability, industry, character
and affability. He was always interested and enthusiastic in his work.
He seemed to me to have a fine prospect for a useful and successful
life. His departure at such an early age seems all the more regret-
table when we appreciate how badly the World needs men of talent,

sturdy character and a sympathetic understanding of World-wide pro-

" blems.

At such a' time of bereavement there is little that
a stranger can say to assuage the grief of a father, but I wish to

assure you of my profound sympathy in your hour of sorrow,

Sincerely Yours,

Wm. A. Rawles,

' Dean,

School of Commerce and Finance,
Indiana University.



Indiana University.

Bloomington, Indiana.
February 19, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka,
184, Rikyu-mae—machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka, _

I was very grieved to learn of the death of your
son, Akira. He had been a student of mine- in several classes. The
study he turned in to me on the * Marketing of Silk” was one of
the most interesting reports 1 have received.

At the time your son finished our University I was
sick anci unable to be 6n the campus. He came to see me and pre-
sented me with a most beautiful picture of his native Japan. I have
it framed and hanging over my desk. I shall cherish it even more
now that Akira has passed away.

Several times, this fall, I have thought of your son
as being home again and with his family and friends. So it was,
indeed, a shock to know that he had passed away. 1 am sure that
all of us who knew him here at Indiana University liked him. We
extend to you our sympathy in your bereavement.

Sincerely Yours,

C. W. Barker,
Professor,

Marketing of Merchandising,

Indiana University.
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Indiana University,

School of Commerce and Finance.

Bloomington, Indiana, U.S.A.

March 4, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka,

184, Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

Dear Sir:

I was shocked to hear of the death of your son,
Akira Ohoka. He had written me two or three letter after leaving
Indiana University and it was my impression that he was still attend-
ing the University in New York. I would be pleased to learn further -
details concerning his deat;l.

While Mr. Ohoka was in school as a student I had
opportunity to become fairly well acquainted with him. [ remember
with pleasure several conversations which we had concerning his
native homeland, Japan. When Mr. Ohoka first came to the Univer-
sity, he had some difficulty with his language and for this reason he
worked under some handicaps during the first few weeks. However,
by the end of the first semester he had overcome this difficulty some-
what.

Some weeks ago I had a conversation with Mr.
Fusanobu Isobe of the Mitsui Minihg Company, Ltd., of Tokio, and
during this conversation we had occasion to refer to Mr. Ohoka and
the fact that he lived in Kobe. While Mr. Isobe did not know of you

or your son, he was interested to know that your son had attended
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the University here. Mr. Isobe is a graduate of our University and
an outstanding chemical engineer in his own native land. He informs
me that a young Japanese student of his acquaintance plans to enroll
in our School of Commerce here during the coming summer.

May [ extend to you and your family my sincere

sympathy in the loss of your beloved son.

Yours Very Truly,

Thomas W. Rogers,
Assistant Professor,
Industrial and Personnel Management,

School of Commerce and Finance,

Indiana University.

178 N. Professor St.,
Oberlin, Ohio.
October 12, 1931.

My Dear Mr. Ohoka,

Your card came to me today just after I had been
thinking of Akira. He had hardly been out of my mind, to tell the
truth, since I saw him last. These past few days I have been in the
hospital with a bit of cold, so I have had plenty of time to think, and
some notion of the terrific blow Akira’s death has been to you and
Mrs. Ohoka has come to me. And of course I thought of the plans
we made when I was iri Ocean City, and of the good times we had
last summer. He was a great lad—I suppose it was that insatiable
urge for the knowledge that caused his death, for if he had stayed in
Bloomington, I must think that we could have prevented it.

Sometimes 1 have a gquilty feeling about having
advised him to go on to New York—but he did so want to go.

Nothing but the best would do for him. He
certainly had the stuff that makes great men. Professor Frank David-
son of Bloomingtén wrote : “If you write to Akira’s people, tell them
that there is one family in Bloomington that will miss him and his
gentlemanly ways sorely ”. And that’s the way we all feel. We send
you our deepest sympathy, but we must at the same time congratu-
late you on having had a son who represented the finest things that
Japan or any country has to offer.

Yours Most Sincerely,

J. C. Kennedy.



Oberlin, Ohio, U.S.A.
Oct. 12th, 1931.

My acquaintance with Akira Ohoka began in the
fall of 1929 when he came to me to enroll in a course in Business
English, which I taught for the School of Commerce and Finance of
Indiana University. Because we took an immediate liking for one
another, we saw each other as frequently- as Akira was free. Occa-
sionally we walked, when the weather was right we played tennis,
often we rode about in my car—a diversion of which Akira was quite
fond.

Because I thought Akira had placed work as the
high.est good in life and applied himself too closely, whenever the
opportunity came I took him away from it. But opportunities came
seldom. He was determined to make the utmost progress while he
stayed in the United States. By the end of the school year he was
quite tired, needed a good long rest.

I had planned to spend the summer quietly at my
home near Willoughby, Ohio, so I asked Akira to come and live with
us, knowing that my mother and father would like him immensely.
He seemed to feel at home right away, for which 1 was glad—my
mother can make anyone perfectly at his ease in a very short time.
She became very fond of Akira, as was all the rest of the family.
He was extremely attentive, insisted on keeping himself busy at little
odds and ends all the time, and was, I think I can say, quite happy.
Our main object—a little gain in weight for Akira—was accomplished,
and both my family and I had a most pleasant summer of it.

Akira’s insatiable thirst for knowledge led him into
the desire to go to one of America’s best business schools—a desire

2
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which I seconded and pressed because I knew how close to his heart
it lay. He went to New York University, studied too hard, ate, I
think, too hurriedly ; in short, he forgot himself completely in his stri-
ving for something fine and good.

There is little that I can say beyond the bare state-

ment that I loved Akira Ohoka because he represented the finest type
of young manhood : intelligent, thoughtful of others, diligent in his
work, a thorough gentleman. William Cory translated a poem of
Callimachus which expresses better than I possibly could the feeling I

have for Akira:

They told me, Heraclitus, they told me yoﬁ were dead;
They brought me bitter news to hear and bitter tears to- shed.
I wept as I remembered how often you and I

Had tired the sun with talking and sent him down the sky.

And now that thou art lying, my dear old Carian guest,
A handful of grey ashes, long, long ago at rest,

Still are thy pleasant voices, thy nightingales, awake ;
For Death he taketh all away, but those he cannot take.

J. C. Kennedy.



New Windsor-on-the-Hudson,
Newburgh, New York,
February 5th, 1932.°

Dear Mr. Ohoka :

Your very kind letter of January 6th, is very much
appreciated, but it made me very sad. Please accept my sympathy
in your great loss. If I did any real service for your son, I am very
glad. .I am sure it was a pleasure to have him with me even for the
short time. It was a real pleasure to do for him. We were very
eager to have him visit us up here, but it seemed other matters inter-
fered. We hoped to ha{re him during the Christmas holidays a year
ago, but he found it impossible to come. Perhaps his illness kept
him from coming last summer. Just the day before your leiter come,
I had prepared a list of names, of which Akira’s name was one, to
ask Indiana University to give me their present addresses.

I was very sorry to have to part from him at
Bloomington but my daughter was here and she is all I have. All I
could do for Akira was to find him a good home. When we parted,
he fell on my shoulder and wept bitterly. I mingled my tears with
his. I had learned to love him dearly, and I am sure he liked me.
I have been trying to think of some special incident but recall nothing
especially.

He was always so nice and frank, and sincere and
pleasant and thoughtful and considerate and kind and interested and
interesting and sensible that nothing else happened. No nonsense
ever manifested itself. I saw Mrs. Yelch in Sept. 1930 and she spoke
so highly of him. No one could have conducted himself more graci-

ously and gentlemanly than did Akira.

16

I fear I am not giving you just what you wanted ;
but you may use any of this in any way you wish to.

[ can assure you it was a privilege to know Akira.
I wish we had more like him.

[ mourn with you and am,

Most Sincerely Yours,

H. M. Hudelson.

Bloomington, Indiana,

January 25th, 1932.
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ohoka,

Kobe, Japan.

Dear Friends :—

I was so glad to receive a letter from you once
more. As I only had the telegram, and I answered right away, hoping
to hear the cause of his death, it seemed so sudden. 1 had seen
Akira only two months before, here at our home, full of life and hap-
piness. I asked him to stay longer but he said he must go back and
do some business. Then we had a card telling of his safe arrival in
New York.

Mr. Yelch and I had started on a visit to Chester,
New Jersey on August 6th and arrived at my daughter’s on Sunday
Eve. Next day, Monday a.m. the telegram came. It gave the name
of the hospital in State of New Jersey, but not the name of the city,
so we could not go to him nor write you as I had no address. But

I wrote a letter and sent it to George Matsumoto 103 St. Rockaway
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Beach, Rode Island,- and asked him to tell us what caused his very
sudden death and where he would be buried ? but have nevel" had a
line until to day,” when your letter of January 6th arrived with your
address. We have grieved with you all. To give up such a fine s',on
just starting in lite, so highly educated and prepared for a gooé life.
I loved Akira like my own son, and have never had any one In my
home that was more of a gentleman, and he was always so kind and
thoughtful of us.

I missed him so much last year, but as long as he
was in U.S., I felt we would see him again. But now it is so dif-
ferent. 1 wish I had words to express my deep sympathy to 'yo.u and
family and hope that you may some day write and tell us 1f‘ it was
an accident or sickness. January 27th will be just one year since our

daughter lost her husband in auto accident and she was left with

three little girls, one only 3 years old. So we know how it is to give

up our loved ones. )
I still read the lovely book you sent me A Daughter

of Samurai” I am glad to write the little I could tell and I surely
hope to meet your dear son in Heaven before many years, as 1 wil

be 70 years old next year. And please accept our deep sympathy in
your SOITow.

Loveingly,

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Yelch.

Bloomington, Indiana.
Jan. 25, 1932,

I have so many happy memories of Akira Ohoka
that I hardly know which to write.

He was with us in our home the School Year, and
I never had any one in my home that was as fine as he was in every
particular.

He was very polite, thoughtful, unselfish, kind, and
often tried to help me do my little tasks in the home.

One in particﬁlar I remember, just before his gradua-
tion week, he had a vacation, we had talked of Japanese Cherry Blos-
soms whose blooms were pink, and I had an Indiana Cherry Tree,
that had white blossoms, and was full of fruit in our yard by the
house and he could reach them from our porch up stairs and eat
them, so I was glad they were ripe before he left se he could see
how fine they were and he liked them. They are very juicy.

One day | had 3 gallons to take the seed out and
can for winter use. It is very slow work to seed until you get used
to it. He came in and offered to help and we both laughed to see
him try to get the seed out. The juice would squirt out on both of
us, and I said you are notyused to work like this, but he just stood
by the table and tried until he could do it as fast as I did, and he

helped until all were done smiling and happy to learn any new thing

- and helping others.

One year later June 8, 1931, he and his friend
came to visit us, and they had tea with us. Akira had brought me

“a little sack of cherries he had bought at market and I put on the

table for us all to eat.



He came in a few days in his car and told us

«good by.” 1 said be very careful and do not get hurt, and that

was my last sight of him. .
‘ I loved to hear him play on the piano. He had a

ional
beautiful soft touch, and 1 soon learned to know the, Japanese Nationa

Air, 1 called it. He always played it first. When he graduated (got

- it
his degree) 1 went out to the campus and saw Him March up with

7 - . f
hundreds of students and receive his diploma. 1 was very proud of

him, and he seemed to be my boy. May God Bless you all in your

SOITOW.
Mrs. Frank Yelch.
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. Indianapolis, Indiana,
Jan. 25th, 1932.

Dear Mr. H. Ohoka,

Please accept from Mrs. Yelch and myself, our
heartfelt sympathy for you and yours in your bereavement.

It was not my pleasure to know your son very well,
personally, I met and talked to him only twice, and each time only
for a few minutes. However it was impossible to meet him even so
little and not be impossed with his unusually sunny disposition. = His
ready smile, and unfailing courtesy must have made for him a host of
friends, all of whom will be deeply touched at his passing.

My mother speaks of your son so often, and I doubt
if she could have thought more of any boy, not her own son, than
she did of Akira. He always remembered her on special holidays, and
treated her as always so considerately that her life was made much
brighter. I know of no higher compliment to any boy.

Again let me express my sympathy to you and say
that I feel the world is just a little better for me, and each of Akira’s

friends, for having known him,

I remain,
Sincerely Yours,

Harry L. Yelch.



Willoughby, Ohio, U.S.A.
March 1st, 1932.

We first met Akira Ohoka during the summer of
1930, when he accompanied our son John home from school.

We all grew very fond of Akira. His honest, sincere
disposition endeared him to all of the family.

We often talk of him when grouped around the
dining—roém table. When Akira came here, our dining-room furniture
was badly in need of redecorating and Akira undertook the task. He
enameled the buffet, dining table and six chairs a light green. He
worked diligently until the job was complete. We were all delighted
with the work and he was proud of the finished task. He then bought
a Noratake tea set, which was made in Japan, and decorated in light
green and presented it to us. It looks very pretty on the table. We
hope to get a picture of our dining-room and send it to you. We
have tried several times but failed to get a good picture, thus far.
We were grouped around the dining table when

word came that Akira had passed away. We sat in silence, too full
of sorrow for words. We had hoped he would recover from his illness
and we would meet again. We still hope to meet Akira again, in a

world where sorrow never enters,

Mr. P. ]. Kennedy.

Mrs. P. ]. Kennedy.
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Cleveland, Ohio,
March 3, 1932.

May I add my humble bit to your book of rememb-
rance of your son, Akira? Often when my family would be away
from our home, I would ask Akira to play for me on the piano, and
he always graciously responded, if he were sure there was no outsider
to listen to him. He played compositions by the people we consider
Masters—Chopin, Grieg, Paderewski, Schubert and played them beauti-
fully, with a delicate, lovely:touch-—and was so very modest about his
proficiency. While I am an actor, I love music so completely and
have so long wanted an outlet in the art of the pianist, you may readily
understand that the few precious hours I spentr listening to your son
are, now, a great satisfaction to me-rare momeAnts, filled with golden
true art. [ truly think that had our friend been spared us, he might
have been a foremost exponent of the great art that was Chopins.

My most heartfelt salutations to a rare soul, my
friend, Akira Ohoka,

from his {riend,

Cletus Kennedy. '

289 Burgess Ave.,
Indianapolis, Ind.,
Feb., 17, 1932.
Dear Mr. H. Ohoka,
I was very sorry to receive the news of Akira's
death. I had not heard from him for a long time, so I thought that

he had returned to his country and had forgotten all about me.
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[ had the honor of living in the same house with
Akira Ohoka. We soon became great friends, and spent many pleasant
evenings together. Mr. Akira Ohoka was a fine student. He studied
very hard and made high grades. He was well liked by all who knew
him, and I can assure you he had many friends.

I invited Akira Ohoka to visit me at Indianapolis
during the thanksgiving vacation, two years ago. He came for one
day, and I showed him around the city. He was very interested in
everything he saw, and especially Butler University. He took many
pictures and [ am sure that he enjoyed his short visit very much. He
often mentioned the visit to me when school started again.

Mr. Akira Ohoka was very interested in automobiles.

He learned to drive, and became a very fine driver. The last time 1

saw Mr. Akira Ohoka, was at the end of the school term in June 1930.

Before I returned to Indianapolis, I took him for a short ride to Bed-
ford, Ind.> We were gone about two hours, and I showed him part of
southern Indiana. He was very interested and enjoyed the trip. When
I left, I told him to write me often, and he did, until about a year
ago. I often wondered what had happened to him. When your letter
carrie it explained everything.

I want to again say that Mr. Akira Ohoka was a
very fine student, a real gentleman, and a true friend. He often told
me about his home in Japan, and although I have never had the honor
of meeting you, I feel I really know you. I want always to be re-
membered to you as Mt. Akira Ohoka’s friend, and I wish always to

remain your friend.
If there is anything I may do to help, don’t fail to
let me know.
Yours Truly,
Bloomfield Moore, ]r.
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1523 Meriline Avenue,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.
March 12th, 1932,

Dear Mr. H. Ohoka,

I was very much surprised to receive a letter from
you and very sorry to hear of the death of your son, the late Akira
Ohoka, whom I knew and admired very much.,

Mr. Crispin B. Matha, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, and
I had written to each other asking if either of us had heard from

Akira, and we were both shocked to hear of his untimely death Ilast
August.

While attending school with your son Akira at
Indiana University I learned to like him and to admire him for his
efforts in school work and for his kind and gentle disposition in his

associations with his schoolmates. He was .very quiet but had a sense

of humor also, and laughed at his own mistakes. From observing his

attitude and efforls I am sure he would have attained success, had
it not been for his untimely death.

Akira liked to talk of his family in Japan and wor-
ried for several days when he recieved a letter saying that his father
was Il

Akira was somewhat shy and bashful but everyone
who knew him was his friend. He had no enemies here.
him friendship very much and shall always remember him as
one of my best friends. Any kindness I have shown him was more

than repaid by his kindness to me and I was
hear of his death.,

I value

indeed very sorry to

He worked very hard while in school and did not
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spend much much time in athletics although he played some tennis.
He was determined to make a success in school and I am sure he
would have done so had he been allowed to stay.
[ hope this letter arrives on time and that it can
be of some benefit to you.
Yours Truly,
Doun C. Woods.

Cleveland, Ohio. . US.A.,
March 6th,, 1932.

Dear Mr. H. Ohoka,

I carelessly mislaid your interesting letter and only
this morning came across it, safely tucked in behind some dishes,
which I use rather unfrequently. I trust I shall not be too late in
contributing to your Souvenir book, my bit in memory of your dearly
beloved son. ‘ .

Had 1 the time and ability to compile, I could write
an entire book of memories to our little lad from Japan.

We loved him dearly and admired so much his
determination, and the sacrifices he made in seeking an education in
our country.

When he went to New York, he rode in my car,
and 1 had a feeling all of the way, that he should remain amongst us.

I have a wee granddaughter, whom he was very
fond of and she loved him; whenever he saw another baby, he would
say its nice, but not so nice as your grandbaby.

Our nation is torn with grief at this writing, over
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the kidnapping of the little son of our air idol, Charles A. Lindberg;
how bitter those parents grief? They do not know where their little
one is. But your dear parents know where your beloved Akira is.

Ninteen years ago I laid a darling daughter away,
so I know something of the heart aches you have suffered.

May yours be the trustful faith; knowing that some-
where your dearly beloved son is waiting to welcome you to your
eternal home.

My son and daughter unite with me in presenting
to yourself and family our sincerest sympathy and respects.

May I hope to hear from you again?
Very Sincerely,
Mrs. Mata E. Miller.

" Willoughby, Ohio, U.S.A.
March 8th, 1932.

" Akira Ohoka was, without doubt, one of the finest
gentlemen I have known or ever hope to know, His honesty, integrity,
ability and perserverance are qualities for which I have only the high-
est regard. His well nartured personality grew more striking, as one
associated with him. He was rich in friends, because his diligence
made lasting, true impressions.

On the tennis court Akira was a player of no small
talent. His trained eyes and patient nature encouraged my meager
performance to one of fair proficiency. 1 have never encountered a
man who could win or lose with such graciousness and perfect poise.

He was a human dynamo when in action, and his spirit of true sports-
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manship was always noticeable even in the keenest heat of the play-
er's * battle,”

Perhaps I recall most vividly the last time I saw
Akira. It was at the International House in New York City late in
the autumn of 1930. Never was an unexpected visitor treated with
such cordial hospitality. As a host ‘h.e was incomparable and our chat
will always remain in my mind as a most happy memory. We parted
not as merely good friends, but more as loving brothers, which more
clearly expresses our deep affection.

I promised Akira that I would someday visit his
Japan, the Japan he taught me to love and to rever. 1 intend to ful-
fill that promise. The trip will not be just as we had planned for I
will be without my comrade. Though he will personally be away from
me his spirit will still guide my wanderings and direct me to the many
wonderful places he described so accurately. I shall not fail to
recognize them, and to be as happy in his homeland as he was, I
am sure, in mine. '

7 [ humbly thank that power that so graciously afford-
ed me the pleasure of the true friendship of the finest of students,
the keenest of scholars, a&the most noble of gentlemen. His memory
will be cherished in my heart forever. My lone prayer and hope, in
the words of my countrymen, is that Akira Ohoka, beloved man of

men, may rest in peace.

William ]. Kennedy.
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1433 Armadaleave,
Los Angeles, Calif.
March 4th, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka, '
Kobe, Japan.

Dear Mr. Ohoka,

Your’kind letter, written on Jan. 6th came to me
promptly. I was sick for some time after your letter came; but now
[ am well and I am glad to write to you about your dear son Akira.
He was a very fine young man; it was a real pleasure to my brother
and me to meet him and get acquainted with him.

I am sure he would have made a noble man and
would have been a blessing to his country and his people if his life
had been spared. You must miss him greatly; you have my deepest
sympathy in your sorrow. My husband and I were missionaries and
lived in Kobe and Osaka for six years. We went to Japan in 1883.
We liked Japan and learned to love the Japanese people, very much.
After we returned from Japan we have lived in, and near Los Angeles ;
and have always been so interested, in the Japanese people we have
met here., My husband died in 1921.

My brother comes from the East every year to spend
the summer with me. In Aug. 1930 he and I went on a trip to Mt.
Wilson a very high mountain‘near here. At that time a large military
ship from Japan was in Los Angeles Harbor. The Captain and his
officers went to Mt. Wilson the same day that we did. Your son also
was there, to see the largest telescope in the world.

The first thing in the evening was a fine lecture,

with wonderful picture of the sun, moon and stars, by a noted lecturer.
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Then we all went to look through the large telescope at Saturn, one
of the largest stars, and the only star with a ring of light around it.
As your son was there no doubt he wrote to you about it all. We
did not see him until the next morning, when we got up very early,
to see the wonderful sunrise, when we went to a place where we
could get a good view; your son was already there.

I spoke to him and told him I had lived in Japan
and, I was always glad to meet the Japanese people when they came
to America. He and my brother and i enjoyed the beautiful sunrise
together.

Then. he  very kindly took some pictures of my
brother and me. We spent the day on the mountain top, and he and
my brother and I all came back to Los Angeles on the same buss.
The following Christmas, he sent me some of the picture; they were
very fine; and I was so ;ileased to get them.

I sent him a letter of thanks, and also a Christmas
greeting. 1 did not see or hear from him again. I wished he could
have lived in Los Angeles, so I could have seen more of him, and
been his friend. He was so kind and so lovely in every way, | wished
I could see more of him.

I know you must miss him greatly and you have my
deepest sympathy in your great loss. If you ever come to Los Angeles
I will be glad to here you came and see me.

Very Faithfully Yours.

(Mrs.) C. M. Fisher.
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The Fine Arts Department,

Indiana University.
Bloomington, Indiana,
February 23, 1932.

Mr. H. Ohoka,
184 Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,
Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka:

I was more sorry than I can tell you to hear the
news of your son’s death. While he was here in school 1 had an
opportunity to know him quite well, and I was fond of him, as I think
all his acquaintances here were, for his simple, kindly, and fun-loving
nature. k

I asked him once to sit for a portrait, and while I
was making the charcoal drawing we had some very happy hours,
talking together on many subjects. The picture turned out quite suc- .
cessfully, and it has occurred to me that perhaps you would value it
more than any reminiscences I could put into words. I am sending it
to you today, separately wrapped, and I hope it will reach you in good
condition.

Please accept my very deep sympathy to you in
your great loss, and let me assure you that your son left many friends
here who feel that loss keenly for themselves.

Sincerely yours,

Harry Engel.



Fourteen East Sixtieth St.,
New York,
March 8th, 1932.

Mr, H. Ohoka,

Dear Sir;

Our sorrow for the loss of our friend, and the deep
sympathy we extend to you in your bereavement, expresses inadequately
all we feel in regret for the loss of your noble son.

One evening when a few students enjoyed the
sociability of a dinner together, the group came with us to our hotel
at the close of the evening.

‘ We. went to our dining room for some simple re-
freshments, and your son sat on my right at the table. It has never
been my pleasure to meet a boy with more charming and courteous
manners. His face was so happy that I knew he had come from a
delightful home where he had passed a radiant childhood.

His sense of humor was very keen and he never
forgot to include me-the older woman in the conversation. 1 was
present as chaperon. ‘ '

Your dear boy was very kind to my young daughter; he
sent her cards, and a few letters, and so kindly offered to give her infor-
mation regarding his country which we hope some day to visit. He seem-
ed most happy when he spoke of his home and his return to his parents.

Even in the face of your deep sorrow, it must fill
your hearts with gratification to know your son was loved and admired
by all who knew him. Again permit me to extend the deepest regards
and sympathies of my husband and myself.

When you came to the United States, will you give
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us the honor and pleasure of coming to see us?
Some of the winters we are here; in the summer
we are generally at home in Beverly Hills.
Very faithfully yours,
Grace Lillian Smithson.
(Mr. Fred H. Smithson.)

14 East 60 Street,
“To New York City,
Mr. Akira Ohoka. March 7th 1932.

Mr. Akira Ohoka was a young man of such high
culture that all who knew him recognized in him a representative of
a most noble family. His thoughtfulness and courtesy, his gentleness,
and his attitude of kindness toward the customs and interests of other
nations, impressed all who knew him. ‘

He was the leader of a society for the promotion
of friendship and understanding between Japan and the United States.
At the meetings, he was a most gracious host and guest. When
absent, Mr. Ohoka did not forget his friends, for when on a voyage
he wrote interesting descriptions of the places he visited, so that his
friends shared his pleasure.

Mr. Ohoka's death is a great, imparable loss to the
world, as well as to his own country.

It is a privilege, a great privilege, to have had his
friendship, and a great privilege to have known so fine a man. But
his memory, and all the high ideals he stood for shall endure, for
“To live in the hearts of those we loved is not to die”.

(Miss) Marion Smithson.
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New York City,

March 2, 1932.
Mr. H. Ohoka,

184 Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,

Kobe, Japan.

My dear Mr. Ohoka,

When I learned of the untimely death of your son,
late Akira Ohoka, 1 was left with a deep feeling of sorrow. My heart-
felt sympathy goes out to you in this time of your irreparable loss.

It was my pleasure to be associated with him in clas-
ses several times each week, and my admiration for him grew constantly.
Our relations were always most pleasant and although we met only at
New York University I was impressed by his sense of humor.

Out: of his understanding of American customs and
sense of humor we came t;> ‘have a friendly saluation with which we
greeted one another when we met.

It came about in the following manner. One day
before a class which we were to attend I was talking to an older lady
when Mr. Ohoka came by. Afterwards he and I were talking and he
humorously mentioned having seen *“ my gifl ” After that we greeted
one another with a good-natured ‘ How’s your girl?”

Anyone who came in contact with Mr. Ohoka could
not but be impressed by his integrity, scholarship and ability. He was
highly conscientious and a student who deserved and received the res-
pect of everyone he met, both faéulty and students of the University.

[ am glad to have known your son and to have
been associated with him. I shall cherish his memory and again extend
to you my sympathy in the loss of your beloved son.

Sincerely yours,
Frank E. Dow.

New York
International House
January 25, 1932.
My dear Mr. Ohoka,v
It is with profound regret 1 heard of the departure
of my dear friend Akira Ohoka and at the same time I feel myself

~ honored by your kind request to write about him, which I am glad to

do.

My frlend was a very industrious student and his
consciencious application to his studies unfortunately left him not as
much time as I should have liked to pass in his' company. However
we had a good many suppers to-gether here at International House
and we often had very interesting conversations, mostly of serious
nature. Akira’s charming personality made these suppers always a
source of pleasure, especially when he talked about his native country,
Japan. We exchanged our opinions in all phases of learning. The
kind way my late friend used to ask me about my own country made
it a pleasure to answer. Of course we discussed very often New York,
University, The United States, and our respective work, and so. on.
Thus our meals drew into length which both of us enjoyed.

It is a pity to think now of his plans for the future,
as he used to paint them in the highest optimism, and to see how
they were so quickly shattered by his premature death. I shall always
remember my friend as a kindhearted, studious, broad-minded and
quick-witted comrade from whom I have learned much and with whom
I spent precious hours. 1 deeply regret that destiny meant mnot to
preserve him to you and all his friends, of whom he had many.

Premit me to express to you my heartfelt sympathy
and to thank you again for allowing me to contribute to the ancestral
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offering you are preparing for him. May he dwell in joy among his

forefathers.
Very respectfully yours,
Oscar ]. J. Hug.

404 S. Fifth Avenue
Ann Arbor, Mich. US.A.
January 30th, 1932.

Mr. H. Ohoka,

184 Rikyu-mae-machi, Suma-ku,
Kobe, Japan.

Dear Mr. Ohoka:
I was very much shocked and grieved by your letter

. . . . h ou
of the 6th instant which arrived a few minutes ago, In which y

i t
notified me of the death of your beloved son Akira. Please accep
nddence for the great loss you have suf-

found sympathy and co
vt begin this letter and how to

fered. Even now, 1 don’t know how to

express myself. ' .
I used to correspond with him when he was in the

International House in New York, but was at 2 loss to explain why he

didn’t write me for a long time. Yes, | was his friend and I am

proud to call him my friend, for there existed 'a mutual feeling of

friendship between us. He was to quie !
In fact, 1 had to force him sometimes to

t, kind, unassuming, and was
ever-ready to do anything. , . .
osmopolitan Club University of Indiana, in connec-

because he was very shy. He was very
For

do things for our G

tion with our programs,

studious. 1 was very apprehensive of his health because of it.
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that reason I used to advise him, and even, lecture him in admonish-
ing tone for neglecting his health. Sometimes 1 would ask him to
take a walk in the open take pictures, or go to shows. He didn’t
like the shows. He wanted to improve his health but the tremendous
assignments which he was forced to cover, was another problem. (I
think unreasonable assignments are criminal to student life) of course,
we don’t want to lag behind, because we don’t want to get low
marks and disappoint our friends and parents. For that reason many
students ruin their health. Akira was also compelled to overcome the
language handicap. I was very sorry that he had a great difficulty.
At the start, although he used to write well in English. Like other
shy students he didn’t like to talk very much. He was a * Wizard ”
with the mathematical figures and farmulae. He loved music; he
played the piano well. He used to teach me Japanese songs, and I
used to teach him Philippine songs. We always had great times
joking. In fact, I was the only one who seemed to have aroused his
good humor and made hime laugh. I used to teach him how to
fence in the European and Philippine styles, and he would show me
the difference from the Japanese fencing. We also demonstrated the
Philippine wrestling and the Japanese * Jiujitsu”. Unfortunately, he
was weak so we had to leave the wrestling and ]iujitéu. I learned a
a lesson on thrift from him. He was careful with his money. In
fact, when I was short of funds I got a little loan from him. We
were mutual in our helpfulness, I loaned him when he was not pre-
pared for some unexpected payments, and when he left his check at
his room. He preferred to purchase by mail because it effected sub-
stantial savings. He bought a typewriter from a mail order house and

made a good saving. We used to look over the same catalog of wire
until he got one.



I would sometimes amuse him by asking him silly
questions like these: “ Are you engaged, Akira?” ¢ Or, are you
married ?”’ ¢ Perhaps you have babies, already.” He. would just
laugh heartily. ‘Whenever, we refer to girls, we call them ‘geishas”;
or ‘“dalagas ” in Philippine language. I am shy, but he was the
shyest fellow I know. He made friends with some of the ‘well-,rknown
co-eds in the campus. He was very friendly and was very respectful.
He also made many friends among the faculty members and towns-
people. I used to teach him to dance. In fact, I had to take my
phonograph to his room for that purpose. We ate Japanese, made
candies and ford during dances. I think he told me that you sent
them. He ‘was a good ‘ advertise ” of Japan. He gave out post-cards
of beautiful Japanese scenes. (I still have some of them in my album)
He loved pictures and I do, too. I believe be sent you some copies
of our pictures. He used to take very good pictures, too. He took
the best pictures I ever had occasioned to pose for. He bought a

Kodak similar to mine. One of our most amusing Jokes was in con-

nection with titles. I used to ;all him “consul” *“ Emperor” ¢ Mer-
chant” < Prince "’ * Dry-Goods Magnate "’ etc.
He would .call me “count” “Doctor” (the last

being my prospect) It would be impossible to give a short composite
picture of him, but the following are perhaps outstanding: (1) Quiet,
(2) Unassuming, (3) shy, (4) Friendly, (5) Sympathetic, (6) Res-
pectful, (7) Thrifty, (8) Studious, (9) Methodical, (10) Thorough-
going, (11) Lover of ‘music and the beautiful (in art, nature etc.),
(12) His deep religious nature was not fully expressed outwardly, per-
haps because of the environment. (13) Intense love for his family,
(14) Loyalty to friends, (15) Last, but not the least, he was impres-
sively and intensely Japanese. This means all that is indescribable in
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\%rords, but felt only in the tangible contact and observation with him.
It sums up the characteristic traits of all that Japan prides in her
people, the peculiar traits not found in other peoples. It sums up the
preceding points, plus the indescribable qualities in him. He was
true to himself to his family, and friends, and to the ideals of Japan.
He was forever seaching for something better. Unhappily .his health
gave out.

I feel that I also have suffered a great loss. Only
the memory of him will linger now, but it will always be with me.
No doubt you have suffered the shock of his death.

I hope this will reach you safely. Whatever you
may desire please feel free to write me. [ shall be honored to render
whatever services I am capable of doing.

The newspapers have been printing the news about
the troubles in China, and the Chinese-Japanese War. It seems that
America Great Britain and other powers are also interested. 1 don’t
know how the crisis will turn out. Personally I don’t like that peoples
should quarrel and kill each other. Sometimes, however, circumstances
and national destiny seem to dictate the course of action. But peace
is better.

Wishing you and your family the best. I hope you
are all well and happy. I shall not forget my simple prayer for your
loving son. We may differ in religion but the idea of the Hereafter
is idenfical.

With profoundest respect, and condolence for your
suffering, I am.

Very sincerely yours,

Crispin B. Matta.
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37 Earle Avenue
Lynbroak, N.Y. U.S.A.
February 1, 1932.

Dear Mr. H. Ohoka,

Although I have never had the pleasure of meeting
you I greatly appreciate hearing from thefather of a young man from
across the world whose memory shall remain with me as an emblem
of friendship and hospitality.

I first met your son in New York University where
I worked with him in an Office management class. I enjoyed several
evenings with your son. I greatly enjoyed knowing someone from the
far-east and I shall never forget his appreciation of favors and help in
his work which I was very glad to do for him. I spent a very in-
teresting evening with your sen at a Japanese Restaurant in New
York City as his guest. This was the first time I tried to eat with
Japanese Chop-Sticks and I know your son enjoyed the clumsy man-
ner in which | attempted to duplicate the skillful manner in which he
used them. At a later date the Japanese-American Club met at the
Japanese Club in New York City where your son acted as master of
Ceremonies and I felt he made a very able leader. ‘

As a missionary of friendship his work was not left
“unfinished for like his other friends with whom I became acquainted
he formed a hand-clasp of friendship which will never break, and may
this be an unbroken emblem of unity and f{riendship between two

wonderful nations.
Wishing you all good wishes

Robert G. Mihan.

i1y

Bloomington, Ind.
August 8, 1931.

My Dear Mr. Ohoka :-
| Having just received the sad news of your son's
death, I am writing to express my sympathy to his family.

I knew Akira in Indiana University. We worked
together in our Cosmopolitan club and he was splendidly cooperative
in everything he did. We missed him when he left Indiana to go to
New York.

Again I wish to express my sincerest regrets to all

of his dear family and his memory will linger with us all.

I have lost a sincere foreign friend but the loss in
greater to you.

In deepest sympathy,

Miss E. Constance Eacle.



512 S. Jordan Ave.,
Bloomington, Ind.,
January 27, 1932.

We join in grief over your great loss in the passing
of Akira Ohcka last August 6. We were greatly shocked to know .of
his demise. He had thoughtfully remembered us at each Christmas

season since our .acguaintance. He was always genteel and cunr,teous’

and so interesting that we .entertained him several times in our hame,
He part1<:ular11y enjoyed taking pictures, snap shots with a camera, and
on several occasions while strolling by our home he took photographs
of our family and sent us copies of them. He made a warm place
in the hearts of all those who knew him.

We join in sincere sympathy in your great bereave-

ment,

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Hoadley.

Kobe, August 15th, 1931.

Mr. H. Ohoka,
Nishi-Suma, Kobe.

Dear Mr. Ohoka,

It was a great and sad surprise to me to get your
card announcing the death of your son, Akira. He had been a very
good friend of mine and [ had followed his study in America with
very much interest. We exchanged letters a few times each year,
and he sent me several pictures of himself in America.

I sympathize with you and your family very deeply
in this great loss and sorrow, I had always thought of your son as a
connecting link between my native country {America) and my adopted
country (Japan), and I am sure that the favorable impression he
made on those whom he met there will do much to promote friendly
relationship between Japan and America.

| My eldest son who left japan two month ago at the
age of nineteen was borne and brought up here. ‘He is today begin-
ning his university study in the University of California. Now that
your son has passed away, [ will think of my son continuing to some

extent the work and influence for international good will that your son

‘began.

With the best of wishes to you and your farhily; Iam
Yours Sincerely,
Roy Smith,

( Professor at )
Kobe Commercial University.



The Salvation Army,
Trivandrum,
Travancore,
South India.

25th April 1932.

The late Mr. Akira Ohoka.

It was my privilege and great pleasure to have
known the late Mr. Akira Ohoka.

His genial and happy disposition, coupled with his
alertness of mind, made him a valuable companion and friend.

He possessed a great thirst for knowledge and
availed himself of every ligitimate means for satisfying the same. His
natural ambition was controlled by high ideals with regard to truth
and honour.

Mr. Akira Ohoka held his parents in high esteem,
and had he lived would have added great honour to their names, and
he would certainly have gained a place among the foremost citizens

of his beloved country, Japan. »
I count it a great privilege to have known him, and

the memory of his life and character will be a source of inspiration

to me.

H. Geo. Bowyer
Brigadier,
Officer of The Salvation Army.
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A word of gratitude.

It is my great pleasure that all of you have kindly
written extending most profound sympathies toward my family, to pray
for the repose of my beloved son’s soul, for which 1 heartily thank
you, and I presume that my poor boy at long home is also much

- gratified at your kindness.

I regret exceedingly that I was obliged to omit some
more valuable contributions from many friends on account of lack of
space, for which please accept my apology. ‘

Taking this opportunity I wish also, to tender my
most sincere thanks to all of you who so kindly favored him during

his life-time.
Hazama, Ohoka.

Kobe, Japan.
June 10, 1932.





