Turkey - Ist

By Paul Unterberg

One of the main reasons I ve often been to Turkey is
my fondness for finely knotted, high quality, intricate
design carpets.

For several centuries preceding 1979, the world’s
best carpets came from Iran, Afghanistan, Turkmeni-
stan and Turkey.

A really fine quality carpet has 700 knots per square
inch. For a 6’ x 9’, that’s over five million knots!
They’re not cheap but they’re unique and they last a
very long time.

In the 1920s my maternal grandfather bought some
moderate quality (about 250 knots per square inch)
Turkish carpets in Istanbul. The family has walked on
them for almost a century. They re still in pretty good
condition! Oriental carpets are expensive to buy but
their longevity makes it a very worthwhile purchase.

Urgup - the holes in this “fairy chimney” lead
to dwellings dug into the rock. The difficult
access was deliberate to discourage bandits
and oppressors

The Bosphorous Strait divides
Europe and Asia — and the two

sides of Istanbul

Knotting a very fine medium
size carpet can require the work
of four weavers plus one designer
over a period of several years. That
requires a major, long term, invest-
ment.

When Khomeini ousted the
Shah of Iran and instituted a theo-
cratic dictatorship most of the Iranian investors fled.
The Russian occupation of Afghanistan, followed by

a civil war, then the Taliban and finally the American -

intervention had the same effect. Result: hardly any
fine quality carpets are being produced in Iran and Af-
ghanistan. .

Turkmenistan still produces a few but they’ve got
lots of oil and gas. Few of their people have the pa-
tience for carpet knotting. That leaves Turkey with few
competitors!

of the design make this a very good quality
Turkish carpet

Aya Spfya - Istanbul’s largest mosque by day. Our Seven Hills
hotel in Sultanahmet is a 5 minute walk from this site

Urgup

Urgup, in Cappadocia, is famous for the extensive
underground cities dug many centuries ago by groups
afraid of persecution or banditry. It’s also famed for
the “fairy chimneys” which are hard rock columns left
after the surrounding softer rock eroded away.

I like it because some very fine carpets are knotted
in the area.

We stayed at Elkep Evi, a small hotel modelled after
those underground cities and whose rooms were cut out
of the rock in a cliff. Ours had a Jacuzzi! Euros 100 per
night, including a delicious breakfast: melons, grapes,
peaches, yoghurt, eggs, fresh bread, olives, cheese, their
own honey and thick authentic Turkish coffee.

There’s a bazaar with many carpet shops.

Transport

A modern air-conditioned minibus took our group of
five adults wherever we wanted to go in Cappadocia. In-
cluding vehicle, driver, fuel and parking fees it cost $150
per day. Mehmet Nuri Ozden of ARGEUS Tourism and
TRAVEL supplied the vehicle and is a cooperative and
reliable tour operator.

After four days we flew from Urgup to Istanbul.

Istanbul
It’s partly in Asia and partly in Europe — both geo-
graphically and atmospherically.

Continued on page 28

Denis Brott
‘Founder and '
Artistic Director:

Montreal Chamber Music Festival - May 9 - June 1 |

WIN! 2 Tickets for Bach Week

3 fabulous concerts at St George’s Church |

May 22, 23 and 25

Aya Sofya — Istanbul's
largest mosque by night

Turkey continued from page 26

We stayed in a well renovated cen-
turies old hotel: the “Seven Hills”. We
chose that hotel because of its very con-
venient location in an area called “Sul-
tanahmet”, from which we could walk
easily to the most famous mosques as
well as the Kapali Carsi, that enormous,
always fascinating bazaar, with an entire
section of carpet vendors.

To eat we sometimes travelled from
one continent to another! The Bosphorus
is the strait dividing Europe from Asia.
In the evening we would take a taxi from
Sultanahmet either to the Flower Pas-
sage restaurants in Beyoglu (Europe) or
take a ferryboat to the fish restaurants in
Uskudar (Asia).

The Flower Passage is a long pedestri-
an walkway lined with restaurants — some
Turkish, some European, some Asian but
mostly tasty and not expensive.

The fish restaurants display what’s
available. You choose, they weigh and
then they cook it according to your tastes.

We’re looking forward to returning
there soon.

TRAVEL PLANNER
In summer Transat has Montreal to
Istanbul flights, hotel and tour packages.
Turkish Airlines has direct flight
from Toronto to Istanbul
* ELKEP EVI: www.elkepevi.com.tr

* ARGEUS: tours www.argeus.com.tr
* SEVEN HILLS: info@sevenhills.com
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Piattsburgh Shopping Day May 25, July 20, Sept 21 $35

Burlington Shopping Day Apr, 20, June 22, Aug 17 $35

Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Apr 20, May 18, June 22, July 20 30

Package includes $10 slots

Mont Tremblant Casino May 26, June 15, July 27, Aug 31 $30

Atlantic City May5-9

if available, transportation and taxes

if available, transportation and taxes

Resorts Casino, 5 days, 4 nights, $45 slots, 4 buffet dinners, revue show

Tropicana Casino, 5 days, 4 nights, $45 slots, 3 buffet dinners, revue show

$375

Ottawa Tulip Time May9
Hull Casino, Tulip Festival & Byward Market

TBA

New York City June7-9

Hudson River cruise, free time, call for details

Marriott Renaissance lodging in New Jersey, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch at Trump Tower,

$349

Manoir Richelieu July7 &8

transportation, taxes, Charlevoix Casino

1 night lodging at the Manoir, free time in Quebec City, 1 Dinner, 1 Breakfast,

$159

Morrisburg, Upper Canada Playhouse June 13 s85
Whose Wives Are They Anyway? By Michael Parker. Transportation, show and lunch

Morrisburg, Upper Canada Playhouse July 13 85
Murder At The Howard Johnson’s — All is fair in love — even murder! Transportation, show and lunch

- U

pper Canada Playhouse Aug$8 s85
No Sex Please — We're British — Don't let the title fool you. Show, lunch, transportation

Quebec City - Military Tattoo tickets, visit Grosse Isle Aug23-24 3375
1 night lodging, 1 dinner, 1 breakfast, 1 lunch. Free time in Quebec City

Atlantic City Sept29-Oct3

Resorts Casino, 4 buffet dinners, $70 slots, Revue show on availability

385

n Sun  Oct 14, 15,16
2 x $15 food vouchers and 3 x $10 bet vouchers
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Visit our All-New Website for cruises, escorted
tours, casino trips, bike tours and more!

b % b b % 2 % b % bk 0% % b b % b %k % b % % b % %




